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The parties to this action for the purposes of § 227.53, Wis. Stats., are:

Thomas E. Steinmetz, M.D.
W202-N11851 Merkel Drive
Germantown, WI 53022

 

 

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI 53708-8935
 

 

Department of Regulation and Licensing
Division of Enforcement
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI 53708-8935

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as the final decision of this matter, subject to the approval of the
Board. T he Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

A ccordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following:

FINDINGS O F FA C T

Respondent T homas E. Steinmetz, M .D. (dob 12-1-43) is and was at all times relevant to the facts set forth herein a physician and surgeon licensed
in the State of Wisconsin pursuant to license #18431, first granted on 7-11-73. Respondent is a family practitioner, and is board certified in that
specialty.

1.

In the spring of 1995, respondent entered marital counseling with a licensed social worker. A t some point, the social worker and respondent
discussed whether respondent suffered from depression. Respondent then determined to take Zoloft®, an antidepressant. Respondent did not obtain
an evaluation from another physician before making this decision, although the social worker suggested that he consult with another physician.

2.

From May 12, 1995 to September 11, 1996 respondent wrote a series of 18 prescription orderes for Zoloft®, using the name of a family member as
the patient. Respondent received the drug himself directly from the pharmacy, which profiled them in the family member’s name. Respondent
consumed the drug himself.

3.

The family member states she did not know that these prescriptions were being prescribed in her name and then received by the respondent. T he
family member also states she has never been diagnosed with depression or prescribed Zoloft®. T he family member states that she first learned of
respondent’s conduct when she was having a prescription filled at the pharmacy, and the pharmacist mentioned it, in late September, 1996.

4.

C ONC LUSIONS O F LA W

A . The Wisconsin Medical Examining Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to §448.02(3), Wis. Stats. and is authorized to enter into the
attached Stipulation pursuant to §227.44(5), Wis. Stats.

B. T he conduct described in paragraph 3 above, violated §450.11(1) and (7)(a), (c), and (e), Wis. Stats., and § Med 10.02(2)(m) and (z), Wis. A dm. C ode.
Such conduct constitutes unprofessional conduct within the meaning of the Code and statutes.

 

ORDER

NOW, THEREFO RE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that the attached Stipulation is accepted.

IT  IS FURTHER ORDERED, that Thomas E. Steinmetz, M.D., is REPRIMA NDED for his unprofessional conduct in this matter.

IT  IS FURTHER ORDERED, that respondent shall pay the costs of investigating and prosecuting this matter in the amount of $200.00, within 30 days of
this order.

IT  IS FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to §448.02(4), Wis. Stats., if the Board determines that there is probable cause to believe that respondent has
violated any term of this Final Decision and O rder, the Board may order that the license and registration of respondent be summarily suspended pending
investigation of the alleged violation.

Dated this July 22, 1999.

WISC O NSIN MEDIC A L EXA MINING BOA RD, by:

 

  by: Ronald Grossman, M.D.

a member of the Board


